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Mezen is o Luber exporting port. “he only modern equipment noticed was
US—mde "Rops Cayriers,' for the handling of lumber. Two poatoon
whaxveu, one wider comstruction, leceied et Mamemim, about four miles north
of Mpzen. Ho slorage or warchouse fecllities, A Port "Commlassionex"
havdles all business dealings and is in chaxge of poaxrt securitye. A large
amount of alr activity noted In sxrea. ILumber for oxport brought to Meien
by barge fram hinterland.

Port ¥acillties

Mazen 1o located on the Meusen River, last of the entrances to the White
Bea, at Lat 65° 52! Iong HW90 17' B, There are no ctorage facildities
8t Moen, A dirt road Loads reon Sr2 edvess baak up w i1l to high level
Zrows .o e Lew stares and houwses are locuted and vbere luaber 1=
stackeo . .altiog shiouent. Ships loading 2ad unloadivg do so ot Kemonka,
a moall vavmlll boww about rowr wiies norin of Mezen. Thas anchorage will
b=14 about Pive ships the size o four ovr five thousand tons. A very good
- Lay-holding ground wus epcountexed herec. ‘velephone and telegraph
facilities were avuiluble.

Harbor - Bntrance and Avorofclus

According to source, he deparboac sagesnac on 15 ey 53 and arzived off
Mor jovets Islund (Morzhow Joland) on 25 sy 53, where h: became irebound
for four dmys; Cinnlly enteriiy the noutl odf bhe Mezen River on 29 May 53.
Source stated that Le requested permission ©o pase north of Mox jovets
Islard to avoid ice, uub imo deaied pemadosixic  No ice breakers were
obgerved in the aresn durdiyg Lhe Glae e vos ice‘l‘.ouud. in the naxrxow stralt
betwean Morjovets Island and the sainlend. Source suid he ropeeted radlQ
calls brought no answer. A few hubts were obaerved on Morjovets JIsland, bt

no people were sighted,

ONI review(s) completed.*
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4, Because of the 14' tide in the Mezen River, 1t car be entered only at

high tide, which lasts. ten hours, ‘2bb tide lasting only iwo howrs, due
to the narrowness of the river and +the very steep Lawks bordering it
Navigational aids were stated to be very poor, botix in the approaches
to the Mezen River aund in procecding up the river, The channel is very

. narrow, barely wide enough to mllow two ships to pass, and is marked by
stakes or posts. There were very few lighted channel markers, but,
source stated, the lack of lighted merkers was of no concern because of the
24 nour deylight encountered at this latitude, No dvedging or chennel
igprovement was noted, nor were bridges or cables encountered., The river
wags estimated to be ome half to cne mile wide s very shallow, even at
high tide. Source added. that he believed the river dovnstreanm from Mezen
must be almost dry at low tide, .

5¢ A pilot was taken avoerd at the mouth or the Mezern Rive:r 5> vsid he remained :
aboard wntil source's ship left the Mezen River, The pilot bhoat was :
described only as & very modern; i'iesel -powered crafi, :

6. L_a_g_ding Facilities

N . L]
There are no pereanent quays, plers or docks due Lo the huge tides, strong
cwrents and lee corditions, The only lenfi.e , froilitles whatsoever
consipited of two poritoon wumres secured in .« Dbarellel positilon to the shore
by heavy chains and cables, Ench whanf can load two ships at one time.
These wharves ere placed iz the water in the sprizg sud taken up in the fall,
One whart was completed and one wnder construchion during the time source's
-ship was in port. :

Te Port A\’Aﬂinz.au'ul.uu\ . . .o D |
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The port scemed to be undmr toe complete. 2dnkval of & fxet " CGextaianiamoT ," i
with whom all business dealings werc hnandlede Upox the arrival of sourne's !
ship, this Commissioncr, im civiliam clothes, borrded the ship with 25 or i
30 uniformed mon who scarched the shiyp thoroughly, went through the personal |
~effects of the wen, and ir ke case of the Captain, rcad all hic mail, . !
Particularly those letters written in Englimh, The Commissioner was the
only one who spoxe Bnglish. Upon completisn of the search, the crew of :
sowrce's ship were glven -passer aud permitsed to o ashore at will; however, i
inasmuch as the village 5f Mozer was approximutely fowr nmiles from the -port, !
few men wandered out of sight of the ship, few of them willine to r~isk seizure.
"Lorries" which appeared to bc US-made autos of pre-ierle war II vintgge, ‘were
available for transportation, No supplies or services-or any kind were :
available, Souwrce evidenced genuine swprise at the noders lumber-handling o
equipment there, mentioning in particular vhe Tery high, US-made .
automotive type vehicle whier can straddle and Jift & large pile of lumber i
at one time (Ross Carricrs)., ‘hese vehicles were present in goodly supply
apd carried the laumber fraom the inrge storuge area on the high ground overe
looking the anchorage, down the sharp incline to the londing pler,

8. Bource stated further thet during the time ne was tiod wp at ths piex; about ; -
ten uniformed men, or police ; ¥alked continuously up und. Aown the pier, . i
wWille one man stood watch at hie gangwoy; and regaxdless of -the number of o
times the Russian men loading the lumber used the gangwey, esch and every :
tire they had to identify themselven to this guaxd, although obviocusly fram ;
the conversations that ensued these workmen wsre close friends of the guard. .
Other than these armed guards, no other police or soldicrs were seen by .

Bource, nor did he see asay evidences of nilitary prepurations, defenses, ctc,
Source did state » and emphasized very strongly, there was a great amount of
alr activity in the area., A very coasiderable number of aircraft, laxge

CQNFIDENTIAL/US QFFICIALS ONLY
SECURITY INFORMATION

3
[N

I

AN /pproved For Release 2007/08/05 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500170198-1




|

!
Approved For Release 2007/08/05 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500170198-1

CONFIDENTIAL/US QFFICIALS DNLY
SECURITY INFORMATION

i
|
|
|
|
|
‘ “ 3 -
|

\

multli-engine craft as well as single-engine types, were noted, although no
Jet-tyze cra.rt were predent at agy time, According to source,. thess -
Rlages seemed to come fram an airport perhaps five miles east of Mezan,
in the area near Lake Okladrikavo, . Source added he did not visit 1n that
ares, but the aircraft appeared to come from that ares and were notad to
lose a.'!.ti’c‘ude and circle that area, apparently preparatory to launding,

9+ Bource stated.he did not leave the generai vicinity of the port, and a1d
not visit the City of Mezen, but that he saw no railroads and no roads
other .thau those used ,in the port area, the latter being uningproved dirs
type; .uo pipelines were seen, Source's ship carried no cargo into Mezen;
outhound g%2 carried lumber to Eugland; all ships in Mezen at the cime
were. loaded vith lumker. Whilg at Mezen, sowrce stated two or three very
0ld wood or coal burning Soviet tugs were noted bringing lumber-ladsn

. barges dovn river from the Moterland; these were only tugs seen in poart .

and none vere avallable or used for assisting ships vhile there,

|
10, Source stated that while sailing toward Mezen and in the vicinity of
. Mumansk ha-sighted two | Soviet :ruisers firing on a target being towed
by & amBller craft. He could not enlarge on this statement in any way,
other thnnltha.t he lmew they were Soviet cxudisexrs, .' - e
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